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Iratxe Garcia Pérez (S&D)

Subject: Food risk to children from the high prices of foodstuffs for people with coeliac disease

It is currently estimated that one in every 80-100 people has coeliac disease. This disease, which
presents particular difficulties for the child population, affects one in 118 Spanish children, according
to figures by the Spanish Federation of Coeliac Associations (FACE)!. The treatment consists of a
strict gluten-free diet. However, staples like bread for people with coeliac disease are considerably
more expensive than ordinary food.

Children with coeliac disease are being left with less protection from their disease because the current
situation of rising child poverty — which already affects 35 % of under-16s in Spain — is making it hard
to access these more expensive foodstuffs.

How can the Commission try to influence the price of these products, to reduce the inequality affecting
the most disadvantaged families with children who suffer from this disease?

Furthermore, current foodstuffs for people with coeliac disease represent another risk for children
because, to regulate their flavour, they have a high trans fat content.

Is the Commission planning to allocate any existing or new funds to researching improvements in the
makeup of dietary staples for people with coeliac disease?

1 www.celiacos.org
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