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Subject: Free movement and Roma

According to the 2015 Work Programme, the Commission plans to put forward an initiative on labour
mobility with the aim of preventing abuse. While it is important to ensure labour mobility on fair terms,
it is essential to ensure that this proposal is not aligned with the unfounded discussion in certain
Member States that aims to restrict the right to free movement. In such discussions Roma who make
use of this right and travel to other Member States in order to find ways to provide for themselves are
often used as scapegoats. This is a clearly racist rhetoric founded on the assumption that Roma are
not entitled to the same rights as other EU citizens.

The free movement of persons is one of the fundamental principles of the EU and belongs to all EU
citizens. What is the Commission planning to do to defend free movement for everyone, irrespective of
ethnic background?

It should be the role of the Commission to counter populism with fact-based arguments and to react

against racism and xenophobia in the political debate. What is the Commission planning to do to
prevent racist tendencies in the political debate in the EU?
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