Question for written answer E-011799/2015
to the Commission

Rule 130

Eduard Kukan (PPE)

Subject:
Reform of the Serbian criminal code and its Article 234

In the context of the ongoing accession negotiations with Serbia, the EU has reconfirmed its firm commitment to addressing the issues of the rule of law, the judiciary and fundamental rights in the early phases of the negotiations. The Commission’s screening report for Chapter 23 of the negotiations recommends a review of the economic crime section of the Serbian criminal code with a view to providing credible alternatives to the existing offence of abuse of office, with particular reference to the code’s Article 234.

The Serbian Ministry of Justice has been in the process of proposing draft amendments to the code, including a new Article 229. This draft article is almost identical in wording to the existing Article 234, including confirmation of its catch-all nature. Also, the proposed wording of the draft new Article 234 criminalises bankruptcy in disturbingly vague terms.

Does the Commission consider that the draft Articles 234 and 229 in their current form represent a credible alternative to the offence of abuse of office under the existing Article 234?
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