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Question for written answer E-001133/2016 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 130 

Gabrielius Landsbergis (PPE) 

Subject: VP/HR - Russian Federation's law on foreign agents 

The Russian Federation, while expanding its adverse policy abroad, has been threatening freedom of 
expression, freedom of assembly and freedom of association at home by adopting Federal Law 
N.121-FZ (‘Law on foreign agents’) in 2012 and its follow-up – Federal Law N.129-FZ (‘Law on 
undesirable foreign organisations’) – in 2015, thus undermining civil society, blacklisting and hindering 
the activities of NGOs (such as the Golos Association, Memorial and the Open Society Foundation, 
among others) that promote human rights and democracy. Currently, there are some 14 NGOs 
included in the list of ‘undesirable foreign organisations’ and, according to the Ministry of Justice of the 
Russian Federation, 114 organisations blacklisted as ‘foreign agents’. Such blacklisted organisations 
have little to no right to appeal and face impediments to their work, including through targeted raids 
and audits. As a result, some NGOs have ceased their work. The international obligations and 
commitments undertaken by the Russian Federation, as well as the principle of the rule of law, are 
being violated, and civil society is restricted from participating in governance. 

1. How did the EEAS react on a diplomatic and political level to these developments? 

2. Has the EU supported such NGOs, and how? Does it intend to in the future? 

 

 


