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Subject: Closing down of the special Outermost Regions Unit in the Commission

Article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) assigns the status of
outermost regions to geographically sensitive regions, as is the case for Guadeloupe, French Guiana,
Réunion, Martinique, Mayotte, Saint Martin (France), the Azores and Madeira (Portugal), and the
Canary Islands (Spain). The previous Commission set up a special Outermost Regions Unit (DGAL, A,
A1) under the authority of the Presidency.

The new Presidency of the Commission no longer assigns the same importance to the Outermost
Regions Unit, which is now dependent on the Commissioner for Regional Policy. However, a number
of restructuring measures may be implemented across the DGs and Units of the Commission, and the
Outermost Regions Unit may be closed down and integrated into another service.

1. Wil the Commission recognise the importance of the outermost regions status laid down in the
TFEU?

2. Is the Commission really considering closing down the existing Outermost Regions Unit (DGAL1,
A, Al)?

3.  How does the Commission seek to foster the development of the outermost regions and take into
account their special status?
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