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Question for written answer E-003376/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Jussi Halla-aho (ECR) 

Subject: Promoting the development of an automation- and robotics-based new economy as an 
alternative to greater legal migration 

As part of the European Migration Agenda the Commission has proposed an increase in legal 
migration to Europe from countries outside the EU. It believes that the EU needs foreign labour 
because of the population trend and the shortage of skilled workers in Member States. 

The Member States’ experiences with mass migration over the past 60 years do not militate in favour 
of increasing legal migration. According to recent OECD statistics, the unemployment rate among 
persons born abroad is in many Member States twice as high as the rate for persons born in the home 
country.  The fact that immigrants raise the size of the Member States’ population is not in itself an 
accelerator of economic growth if whole groups of migrants remain outside the labour market and 
hence add to public spending. That is what has happened in all of the Member States which recruited 
huge numbers of migrants from North Africa and Turkey in the 1950s to the 1970s. 

Instead of relying on migration, Europe should increasingly lay emphasis on automation and robotics, 
which can help to reduce the need for human labour in many sectors. The labour market of the future 
will be able to do without low-skilled migrants as self-driving taxis, buses, and lorries, along with 
personal assistant robots, bring down labour demand. Cleaning services are another area in which 
robotisation offers wide possibilities. In industry, robots can largely replace human labour in process 
work, removing the need to outsource production to low-wage countries and enabling Europe to 
reindustrialise. The EU should seek to blaze a trial in a new economy, in which the intrinsic merit lies 
not in increasing the labour force through migration, but in the endeavour to create the greatest 
possible added value by means of robotics and automation. 

Will the Commission promote the development of an automation- and robotics-based new economy 
that would be geared towards creating high added value rather than greater migration from non-EU 
countries? 

 


