Question for written answer E-007041/2016
to the Commission

Rule 130

Richard Corbett (S&D)

Subject: Fisheries

Has the Commission verified whether the UK has fulfilled its responsibilities under Article 18(1) of
Regulation (EU) 1379/2013 of 11 December 2013 and carried out checks at regular intervals to verify
that producer organisations (POs) and inter-branch organisations comply with the conditions for
recognition laid down in Articles 14 and 16 of that regulation?

Is it aware that there are POs that are constituted by a single company or by groups owned by the
same company?

Does it consider this to be in violation of the Regulation, which says that ‘such organisations should be
partnerships that seek to lay down common and binding rules and to provide a level-playing field for all
stakeholders that are engaged in the fishery’ (Preamble, paragraph 12) and refers to their members in
the plural (Article 14(1)), as does the guidance published by the responsible UK ministry, DEFRA?
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