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Question for written answer E-008036/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Ska Keller (Verts/ALE), Josep-Maria Terricabras (Verts/ALE), Eva Joly (Verts/ALE), Jean 

Lambert (Verts/ALE), Bodil Valero (Verts/ALE), Judith Sargentini (Verts/ALE), Ulrike Lunacek 

(Verts/ALE), Cornelia Ernst (GUE/NGL), Barbara Spinelli (GUE/NGL), Elly Schlein (S&D), Juan 

Fernando López Aguilar (S&D), Angelika Mlinar (ALDE) and Ana Gomes (S&D) 

Subject: Role of the European Border and Coast Guard Agency in the forced return of ten Syrian 
asylum seekers from Greece to Turkey on 20 October 2016 

As part of the implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement, ten Syrian nationals were deported from 
Kos, Greece, to Adana, Turkey, on 20 October 2016. The UNHCR has reported that they were part of 
a group of 91 people that had reached the Greek island of Milos on 9 October. On 14 October they 
were transferred to a reception and identification centre on the island of Leros, where they formally 
expressed their will to seek asylum in Greece. The ten Syrian nationals were transferred to Kos and 
subsequently deported by plane to Turkey without due consideration of their asylum claims and 
without information being given about the deportation. 

1. Was the European Border and Coast Guard Agency involved in the forced removal from Greece 
to Turkey of the ten Syrian nationals deported from Kos to Adana on 20 October 2016, and, if so, 
how? 

2. What is the Commission’s and the Agency’s assessment of the respect given to the ten Syrian 
national’s individual right to asylum, to their fundamental rights and to the principles of non-
refoulement, protection in the event of expulsion and effective remedy? 

3. In the light of the above, how do the Agency and the Commission intend to investigate these 
instances of refoulement and violation of the right to asylum and of fundamental rights affecting 
the Syrian nationals deported to Turkey on 20 October? 

 


