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Question for written answer E-004067/2017 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 130 

Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE), Petras Auštrevičius (ALDE), Marisa Matias (GUE/NGL), 

Norica Nicolai (ALDE), Javier Nart (ALDE), Cecilia Wikström (ALDE) and Jasenko Selimovic 

(ALDE) 

Subject: VP/HR - Follow up to question E-001165/2017 - observation mission for next year's 
national elections in Cambodia and guarantees for opposition leader 

The Cambodian communal elections of June 2017 took place in an environment that was inimical to 
genuine political participation and freedom of speech. They were a long way short of ‘free and fair’ 
elections. 

The success of the Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP), which won 487 commune chief seats 
and obtained 46 % of the vote, showed a significant increase in support for the opposition and 
provided evidence of the Cambodian population’s growing disapproval of the ruling Cambodian 
People’s Party (CPP), which lost ground on the 1 592 seats it won in 2012, winning only 1 158 seats 
and obtaining 51 % of the vote this time around. 

The EU has provided support worth EUR 10 million to improve the voter registration process in 
Cambodia, but it is essential that the general election due to be held in July 2018 really is ‘free and 
fair’. The EU not only has the right to send an observation mission to the country; it is its duty to do so. 

1. Can the EU confirm it will send an election observation mission to Cambodia for the general 
election in 2018? 

2. Has the EU called for the release of all political prisoners, who number more than 20, from the 
opposition parties and civil society? 

3. What guarantees has the EU received from the Cambodian Government that Sam Rainsy can 
safely return to his country and enjoy his legitimate right to freedom of movement prior to next 
year’s national elections? 


