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Question for written answer E-005217/2017 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Beatrix von Storch (EFDD) 

Subject: Use of ERDF funding: breach of the terms of the authorisation granted to build the first 
section of the EU-funded Gotha southern ring road 

Plans for the building of the first section of the Gotha southern ring road (L 1027) had been finalised. 
In order to secure authorisation for the project, a temporary solution had to be found to the problem of 
rainwater retention, because the water management survey conducted as part of the procedure for 
authorising the project called for flood defences to be installed and/or repaired and for the retention 
areas to be upgraded. Details of the action required, which was to be completed by 31 December 
2006, were set out in the authorisation documents. Correspondence shows that the planning authority 
responsible at the time (the Thuringia Administrative Agency) accepted that the work of implementing 
a temporary solution (responsibility of the Central Thuringia Road Agency (CRTA)) and installing the 
flood defences (responsibility of Gotha town council) had been carried out in accordance with the 
terms of the decision authorising the project. 

It has now emerged, however, that the project was not carried out in a manner consistent with the 
application for EU funding. The flood defences were not installed. The competent German authority, 
the CRTA, which was responsible for performing the work involved, has admitted that the building 
work was not carried out in accordance with the plans as authorised. 

In accordance with the Land budget for 2006/2007, sub-budget 10 of the Thuringia Ministry for 
Construction and Transport the EU funding was granted for a road construction project which included 
the installation of flood defences. 

There is evidence to suggest that EU funding was misused, therefore. 

1. Is the Commission aware that the by-pass project was not carried out in a manner consistent with 
the EU funding application? 

2. Is it aware that the failure to carry out the construction work properly led to neighbouring 
properties suffering water damage? 

3. What action will it take? 


