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Question for written answer E-005218/2017 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Beatrix von Storch (EFDD) 

Subject: Use of ERDF funding: breach of the rules governing EU aid in connection with the 
reallocation of responsibility for the L 2146 regional thoroughfare in Gotha 

The following reclassification or reallocation of responsibility took effect on 1 January 2008 (see 
Thüringer Staatsanzeiger, No 47/2007): 

‘The section of regional thoroughfare No 2146, which was the responsibility of the Land of Thuringia, 
from the roundabout at Dr.-Troch-Straße/Ernst-Thälmann-Straße north of the Uelleben district of the 
town of Gotha to the start of the section leading through Gotha town centre (which has a length of 
approx. 0.678 km) has had the status of regional thoroughfare revoked and has been reclassified as a 
municipal thoroughfare under the responsibility of Gotha Town Council.’ 

The project was carried out in a manner which was not consistent with the application for EU funding. 
Only some 10% of the planned cycle lane and pavement was built. In letter E 444/13 to the Committee 
on Petitions, dated 10 September 2013, the administrative authorities of the town of Gotha argued that 
the cycle lane alongside the Uelleber Straße in the section between the roundabout at  Dr.-Troch-
Straße/Ernst-Thälmann-Straße and the junction with Gothaer Straße was covered by the municipal 
transport development plan and bicycle transport development plan and that, given the many 
measures pending in the town and the financial resources available, there was no prospect of it being 
built in the medium term. 

In accordance with the Land budget for 2008/2009, sub-budget 10 of the Thuringia Ministry for 
Construction and Transport, the EU funding was granted for the road and the cycle lane. 

There is evidence to suggest that EU funding was misused, therefore. 

1. Is the Commission aware that the project was not carried out in a manner consistent with the EU 
funding application? 

2. Is it aware that the failure to carry out the project correctly has seriously undermined road safety? 

3. What action will it take? 


