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Elena Gentile (S&D) 

Subject: Contaminated eggs scandal 

The scandal over the presence of the pesticide Fipronil in eggs and poultry meat in higher quantities 
than the maximum residue levels permitted by Regulation No 396/2005 has highlighted serious 
problems in the EU food supervisory system. Contaminated products have been found in almost all 
European countries, causing huge financial losses for the breeders concerned. 

While experiments have been conducted on animals, permissible daily doses and acute reference 
doses in humans have still not been determined. 

Can the Commission confirm that the levels of Fipronil found in the eggs and their by-products will not 
have any harmful effects on the health of adults, children and other vulnerable groups? 

What instruments will it deploy in support of breeders who have unwittingly used the product 
containing Fipronil? 

In view of the lack of cooperation shown by Member States and the delays in making the facts known 
through the RASFF system, what action will it take to prevent similar events in the future? 


