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Question for written answer E-005683/2017 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE), Marisa Matias (GUE/NGL), Petras Auštrevičius (ALDE) and 

Norica Nicolai (ALDE) 

Subject: Cambodia: Kem Sokha, upholding democracy and freedom of the press, EU election 
observation mission as a pre-requisite for funding 

On 14 September 2017, Parliament is set to adopt another tough resolution on the situation in 
Cambodia, calling for the EU to break from business as usual and take action. 

On 3 September 2017, Kem Sokha, the leader of the opposition Cambodia National Rescue Party 
(CNRP), was arrested with no guarantee of the basic right to a fair trial. Accused of ‘colluding with 
foreigners’, he could face up to 30 years in prison if convicted. A Financial Times article this month 
reported that ‘Hun Sen’s Cambodia is sliding into despotism’1. 

The Prime Minister of Cambodia, Hun Sen, has been in power for over 30 years. At the local elections 
that took place on 4 June 2017, the CNRP gained considerable ground on 2012, despite fundamental 
flaws in the electoral process, most notably the intimidation of free media and critical citizens. If the EU 
wants to see a credible democratic process at the national elections in July 2018, things will have to 
change. 

1. In February 2012, the then VP/HR stated that efforts to improve the situation in Cambodia would 
be complemented by concrete steps, including ‘dialogue with the local authorities’2. Does the 
Commission seriously believe that such dialogue has actually improved human rights and 
democracy in the country? 

2. Will the Commission publically request that the Cambodian authorities revoke the arrest warrant 
for, and drop all charges against, Kem Sokha, Sam Rainsy and other convicted opposition 
officials and human rights defenders? 

3. Will the EU make any future financial aid to Cambodia contingent on being able to send an EU 
election observation mission for the July 2018 elections? 

                                                      
1  ‘Hun Sen’s cambodia slides into despotism’, Financial Times, 7 September 2017, 

https://www.ft.com/content/50f36eb4-93cb-11e7-a9e6-11d2f0ebb7f0 
2  Answer to Written Question E-012445/2011 of 9 January 2012, 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getAllAnswers.do?reference=E-2011-012445&language=EN 


