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Giorgos Grammatikakis (S&D) 

Subject: Threat of environmental damage to the River Acheloos valley 

The project to divert the River Acheloos was abandoned more than a decade ago. In the past, this 
project has been blamed for causing environmental damage and destroying monuments, but even 
today it is threatening the environment, because of the unwillingness to carry out remediation work on 
the abandoned installations.  

Specifically, in the project’s installations, to the right of the bed of the River Acheloos and alongside 
the historic bridge of Korakos, the following have been deposited:  

 over 10 tonnes of waste batteries from project vehicles,  

 a tonne of perlite (an insulating mineral), exposed to the air, because the packaging has 
degraded,  

 a large volume of plastic, metal and other construction materials, including sheets of 
asbestos,  

 dilapidated and hazardous constructions made of concrete blocks,  

 a large number of packages of pesticides and bait for rodents,  

 vehicle oil residues.  

In view of the environmental vulnerability of the Acheloos valley region, which is an emerging tourist 
destination, can the Commission say:  

– Under EU law, is it permissible to freely deposit the above-mentioned materials in the 
environment?  

– How does the Commission intend to ensure that the relevant bodies take appropriate steps to 
remediate the site?  

 


