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Rule 130
Jasenko Selimovic (ALDE)
Subject:	VP/HR - Restriction of access to the Belarusian opposition website Charter 97
Since 25 January 2018, the Belarusian Government has partially blocked access to the opposition website Charter 97. In a statement released by the Belarusian Information Ministry on the same day, the Belarusian Government accused Charter 97 of publishing information that is banned from distribution by law and affirmed that all media outlets should strictly follow laws on the media.
The independent website, which focuses on human rights and opposition causes, is named after a 1997 declaration calling for democracy in Belarus that was signed by journalists, opposition politicians and rights activists. Therefore, the restriction of access to Charter 97 has a very profound impact on freedom of expression and freedom of speech in the country and should be condemned by the EU.
What does the VP/HR envisage doing to urge the Belarusian Government not to stifle free speech and editorial independence?
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