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Subject: Use of real-world data for medical research 

EU Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis said on 26 January 2018 that ‘big data, in particular, 
real-world data, holds enormous and obvious potential in the field of medical research’. 

The Commissioner also added that ‘regarding the real world data, we will need to further explore the 
opportunities and limitations of its use for decision making on medicinal products and in the 
development of new products’. 

Can the Commission provide more information on what measures will be taken to explore the 
opportunities and limitations of real-world data for medical research? 


