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Subject:	Regulation (EU) No 2016/605 giving Tunisia a temporary duty-free tariff quota of 35 000 tonnes of olive oil for export to the European Union
The tariff quota and the Regulation indicated above were limited to 2016 and 2017. The tariff quota was in addition to the ordinary quota of 56 700 provided for by the association agreement between the EU and Tunisia of 1995.
Both in 2016 and 2017 the extra 35 000 tonnes guaranteed to Tunisia were barely used and did not bring the expected benefits for olive oil production and the Tunisian economy.
According to unconfirmed information, the Tunisian government has asked for the temporary tariff quota to be renewed for 2018 and 2019 too, which would have a hugely negative impact on European olive oil prices while the Tunisian sector is growing strongly.
Renewing the tariff quota would set an unjustified precedent if the association agreement between the EU and Tunisia of 1995 were to be re-negotiated.
Can the Commission say:
1)	Has the Tunisian government asked for the ‘temporary’ tariff quota indicated above to be extended? If so, will such a request be examined on the basis of an evaluation of the impact on the internal olive oil market, in particular on the already very low quotas of Italian olive oil?
2)	If a new agreement is signed, how does the Commission intend to lessen its negative effects on the European olive oil sector, caused by importing Tunisian olive oil that is not subjected to suitable tracing procedures, including in terms of fraud and counterfeiting in the olive oil sector?
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