
1155957.EN PE 623.255 

Question for written answer E-003174/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Javi López (S&D) 

Subject: Aquarius 

The Aquarius, a ship operated by the NGOs SOS Méditerranée France and Médecins Sans 
Frontières, had been carrying out humanitarian assistance operations in the Mediterranean and had 
600 people on board (including 125 minors, pregnant women and sick people). 

Malta and Italy refused to let the Aquarius dock in their ports despite it being a critical situation. The 
Spanish Government has since given permission for the boat to dock in the port of Valencia and the 
boat will now set out on the three-day crossing.  

The rescue of migrants is not a Spanish, Italian, Maltese or Greek responsibility, but rather a 
European one, so resolving this issue requires a medium and long term European strategy on border 
control and a reform of the Dublin Regulation. Given that the Aquarius crisis goes to the very heart of 
European migration policy:  

1. What steps has the Commission taken in response to the non-fulfilment of responsibilities in 
the management and resolution of the Aquarius case?  

2. What measures does the Commission intend to take in the medium and long term in 
response to Italy’s refusal to comply with International Law and allow the vessels of NGOs 
complementing the work of the Italian Coastguard to dock?  


