
1164911.EN PE 628.815 

Question for written answer E-005087/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Vilija Blinkevičiūtė (S&D) 

Subject: A minimum amount of direct payments of EUR 196 per hectare in 2020 and the 
convergence of payments in 2020-2027 

According to the Accession Treaty, it was provided that in 2013 – at the end of the transitional period – 
the amount of EU support will be equal to 100% of the amount of support provided to the old EU 
Member States. However, this did not take place. In the common labour, capital and agricultural 
production market, in 2013, farmers from the Baltic states had to be satisfied with payments that have 
hardly reached 50% of the EU average payments. 

Having evaluated the incorrect allocation of direct support that was determined by historical and 
reference payment amounts, at the European Council (EC), that took place on 7-8 February 2013, it 
was unanimously agreed that, ‘by 2020 at the latest, all Member States should reach the level of at 
least EUR 196 per hectare at current prices’. After calculating national ceilings for 2014–2020, 
payments to farmers in the Baltic States in 2020 will be more than EUR 20 per hectare lower than was 
approved at the aforementioned EC meeting.  

In the formula in the CAP proposal, after 2020, when setting the payment increase for Member States 
receiving the lowest payments, the minimum payment amount of EUR 196 per hectare is ignored 
again, and the reference point is considered to be the sum, which is almost EUR 20 less per hectare. 
In this way, an incorrect allocation of support is reprogrammed up until 2027.  

Does the Commission not believe that, in accordance with the Accession Treaty and the conclusions 
of the above-mentioned EC meeting in 2013, the CAP budget for 2020 must be settled in such a way 
so as to ensure a minimum level of payments of EUR 196 per hectare and that the CAP provisions on 
converging direct payments are adjusted accordingly after 2020? 


