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Subject:	Criminalisation of homelessness in Hungary
The amendment to the Minor Offences Act by the Hungarian Government, passed on 20 June 2018 and entered into force on 15 October 2018, essentially bans and criminalises homelessness. 
Under the new Act, proceedings are instituted against individuals who habitually live in public spaces and who do not discontinue this activity within 90 days of being called upon to do so three times. The Act stipulates that no fine may be imposed; the person concerned must be  detained at once for a minor offence. The court may even sentence the perpetrator to custody and his or her assets may even be destroyed. 
In the Commission’s opinion, does the act comply with Article 2 of the Treaty on the European Union, which declares that the EU is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights? 
In the Commission’s opinion, to what extent does this act facilitate achieving the objectives set out under Europe 2020 with regard to combating poverty and social exclusion?
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