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Question for written answer E-005660/2018/rev.1 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Csaba Molnár (S&D) 

Subject: Ensuring legitimate voting by persons with dual citizenship in the European Union at the 
upcoming European elections 

At the EP elections in 2019, the Hungarian government intends to enforce the election rule, which has 
been applied before, that provides the option of a postal ballot to Hungarian citizens who live abroad 
and have no address in Hungary. The law says that it is sufficient to give a notification address to 
which the postal ballot package will be sent. It should be pointed out that this opportunity is not 
provided to Hungarian citizens living abroad who have an address in Hungary. It is a proven fact that, 
at the elections, many people living abroad who did not have an address in Hungary gave the address 
of the office of Fidesz-loyal political parties as their notification address. It was, therefore, suspected 
that in a number of cases the ballot papers were not completed by the citizen entitled to vote but by 
party employees instead. Since a report, produced after the 2018 elections by the International 
Election Observation Mission of the OSCE, questioned the lawfulness of those elections and as no 
common European registration system exists, there is nothing to prevent these dual-nationals from 
casting votes in two EU Member States at the EP elections. In view of this, I would like to ask the 
Commission the following:  

(1) Does it agree that dual citizens must be prevented from voting simultaneously in several EU 
Member States? 

(2) Does it intend to take action, together with the relevant Member State authorities, to ensure 
the lawfulness of the EP elections in 2019? 

(3) Is it planning to review Act XXXVI of 2013 on the Electoral Procedure that is in force in 
Hungary? 

 


