
EN
E-005902/2018
E-005999/2018
Answer given by Mr Avramopoulos
on behalf of the European Commission
(6.3.2019)

The Commission has no official information from the Hungarian authorities whether Mr. Gruevski has 
been granted protection and if so what kind of protection he has received. 

The Commission recalls that rule of law is a fundamental principle of the European Union, for Member 
States and candidate countries alike. The Commission expects all parties concerned to act strictly in 
line with the relevant rules, without any politicisation.

The Commission does not have a role in checking individual applications on asylum and does not 
intervene in individual cases. According to the relevant EU law, Member States have to ensure that 
decisions on applications for international protection are taken after an appropriate examination1. 
Applications must be examined and decisions taken individually, objectively and impartially. There is 
no pre-condition for an applicant to possess a passport, but (s)he is obliged to cooperate with the 
competent authorities with a view to establishing his/her identity 

An appropriate examination requires an assessment of whether the applicant qualifies for 
international protection2 and whether there is any exclusion ground such as for having committed a 
serious non-political crime before admission to the country of refuge. There is no harmonised EU 
definition of what constitutes a serious crime. EU law also provides for the possibility to designate a 
country as a safe country of origin, which is the case for North Macedonia in the Hungarian 
legislation3. However, that same national legislation provides for the possibility for an individual to 
prove that the country is not safe in his or her particular circumstances. 

If an individual does not qualify for international protection, a Member State can still consider 
providing a national status on a discretionary basis as long as it is clearly distinguishable from 
international protection4. Such statuses are regulated by national law and as such remain outside the 
competence of the Commission.

Should there be indications that any Member State, including Hungary, is systematically breaching 
the obligations stemming from EU law described above or is wrongly implementing it, the Commission 
will not hesitate to use its powers under the Treaty.

1 Asylum Procedures Directive 2013/32 Article 10(3).
2 Qualification Directive 2011/95/EU see in particular Article 2d and Chapter III.
3 Government Decree 191/2015.
4 B&D judgment of the European Court of Justice C-57/09.


