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In the EU a food additive may be included in the Union list of permitted food additives when, inter alia,
it does not, on the basis of the scientific evidence available, pose a safety concern to the health of the
consumer at the level of use proposed1. The assessment of the safety of food additives in the Union is
the responsibility of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)2.
Titanium dioxide (TiO2) is a permitted food additive (food colour – E 171) in the Union3. In 2016 EFSA
re-evaluated the safety of TiO2 authorised as a food additive (E 171)4 and concluded that E 171 does
not raise a concern with respect to genotoxicity, that it is not carcinogenic after oral administration and
that the estimated oral exposure to E 171 would not be of concern. EFSA indicated that the exposure
to TiO2 via inhalation was not directly relevant for the safety evaluation of TiO2 as a food additive and
therefore it was not considered in its assessment of E 171. EFSA made recommendations on data
needs for further development of the safety assessment of E 171 and improvement of its
specifications5, which are currently being closely addressed by the Commission6. EFSA is expected to
adopt an opinion on the proposed amended specifications by 31 July 2019.
EFSA also recently evaluated four new studies on the potential toxicity of E 1717. The 2017 study of
the French National Institute for Agricultural Research8 was one of them. EFSA concluded that these
new studies do not modify the conclusions of the 2016 safety assessment. EFSA recommended some
additional examinations, which stakeholders have agreed to carry out9.
On this basis, the Commission considers that there are currently no grounds to apply precautionary
measures regarding the authorisation of E 171 as a food additive.
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