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Rule 130

David McAllister (PPE)

Subject: Tenders in the European Union

Companies established in the European Union have the right to apply for public tenders throughout
the EU. These must be officially announced by the authorities in the ‘S’ series of the Official Journal of
the European Communities or on the TED website. It makes sense for there to be this kind of central
location for publishing EU-wide public tenders and harmonised minimum requirements for tenders
above a certain value.

However, the fact that tenders are generally announced in one language only, with just brief
summaries in all official languages of the EU, is a problem, particularly for small companies. Tenders
must be drawn up in the language of the invitation to tender. Having documents translated and, as is
often necessary, certified is an expensive undertaking, especially for small companies.

(1) Is the Commission aware of this problem?

(2) Will the Commission take action on this matter, particularly in order to reduce the burden on
small, EU-based companies?

(3) It has been suggested that invitations to tender might be published in English as well as in the
language of the country where they originate. What is the Commission’s assessment of this proposal?
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