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Subject:	Spinal muscular atrophy screening (SMA)
Spinal muscular atrophy (SMA) belongs to a group of hereditary diseases affecting the peripheral motor nerves. This disease weakens the muscles and, in the course of time, causes a loss of muscle fibres, i.e. muscular atrophy. SMA is a rare diseases, but at the same time it is one of the leading causes of death in early childhood and infancy. However, if this disease is diagnosed early, treatment exists that significantly improves the quality of life of the patient. In this connection, does the Commission plan to introduce or promote, in a coordinated manner, the pan-European screening of newborn babies for spinal muscular atrophy (SMA), i.e. genetic testing for SMA in newborn babies?
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