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Subject:	Human rights situation in Myanmar
On 11 January 2019, a court in Myanmar upheld the sentencing of two Reuters journalists to seven years’ imprisonment for stealing state secrets concerning a mass grave containing bodies of Rohingya people in Rakhine. (Translator’s note: ‘upheld the sentencing’ is a free interpretation: the text literally says that the court demanded a sentence of seven years’ imprisonment.) After a police source had passed on secret documents to the journalists, the two were arrested in September 2018. The EU called on Myanmar to release the journalists, as their arrest restricted freedom of expression and the right to inform the public. However, the court ruled that there was insufficient evidence, with the result that the journalists remain in prison for stealing state secrets.
1.	How will this development affect the provision of support to Myanmar under the EBA (‘Everything But Arms’) arrangement, bearing in mind that on 3 October 2018 the Commission spoke about the possibility of revoking the GSP due to the human rights violations in northern Rakhine[footnoteRef:1]? [1:  	https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-seeks-continued-trade-favour-eu.html] 

2.	What kind of evidence does the government/court have to indicate that the two journalists stole the documents?
3.	What steps will the Commission take, given that this situation clearly demonstrates that the country restricts freedom of expression and the right to inform the public, and is thus failing to comply with international human rights standards[footnoteRef:2]? [2:  	https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/myanmar-burma/56391/statement-spokesperson-conviction-reuters-reporters-wa-lone-and-kyaw-soe-oo-myanmar_en] 
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