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Franck Proust (PPE)

Subject: US competition in the space sector

On 10 December 2018, SpaceX, a leading space industry firm which manufactures and launches 
rockets, wrote a letter to the US Trade Representative complaining about unfair competition on the 
part of Arianespace. The US firm bemoans the subsidies granted directly to various European 
launcher programmes and launch facilities, in particular that in Kourou, by the European Space 
Agency and France. It calls on the US authorities to secure concessions if trade negotiations are held 
between the European Union and the United States. It is public knowledge, however, that the US 
authorities themselves support private American space programmes, whether directly or indirectly. 

1. How will the Commission take account of the interests of the European space sector in any 
negotiations with the United States? 

2. In the context of those discussions, is safeguarding the EU’s strategic autonomy an explicit 
Commission objective? 

3. Can the Commission put a figure on the scale of US government support for the SpaceX 
launcher programmes?


