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Subject: Cross-border wind turbine noise

In one area right on the Danish-German border there are 35 wind turbines. Some 16 are on the 
Danish side (8 built in 2000 and 8 in 2011) and 19 are on the German side (built after 2013). The wind 
turbines located on each side of the border do not necessarily exceed the noise limits in Denmark and 
Germany respectively. A measurement taken in 2018, however, shows that altogether, the turbines 
are so loud that most residents of Bølå, on the Danish side of the border, now live in an area in which 
the noise exceeds the limit authorised in Denmark. 

The Danish and German authorities had been in contact with each other until 2014 about the turbines 
on the German side, but the plans for the German wind farm were not changed, and nor were any 
noise-level measurements made with regard to the Danish rules. 

Does the Commission take the view that the Environmental Noise Directive1, the Environmental 
Impact Directive and the Espoo Convention have all been complied with? 

What does the Commission think that the Danish and German authorities, respectively, should do 
about the problem? 

Does the Commission take the view that it is fair that citizens living in a border area should suffer 
noise that exceeds national limits because the neighbouring country fails to take account of the rules 
in place on the other side of the border? 

1 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32002L0049&from=EN


