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Subject: Fairness for farmers in the food supply chain

Ensuring fairness for farmers in the food supply chain has been one of Commissioner Hogan’s key 
priorities as Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development.

In Ireland, the Beef Plan movement has come up with an 86-point plan1 to strengthen the position of 
beef and suckler farmers in the food supply chain.

Small beef and suckler farmers are predominantly situated along the western seaboard of Ireland. 
Those farmers are seeking ways, through representative organisations such as the Irish Farmers’ 
Association (IFA) and the Beef Plan, to strengthen their bargaining position vis-à-vis processors and 
retailers, whom they see as having too much power in the food supply chain.

In the light of his intensive and detailed work to strengthen the position of farmers in the food supply 
chain, in particular the improvements made under the Omnibus regulation and the recent legislation 
on unfair trading practices, could Commissioner Hogan explain how the Beef Plan could be 
implemented under the new legislation, particularly in relation to forming producer organisations, 
bargaining with processors, marketing products, controlling production volumes and drawing up 
contracts?

Could the Commission also make a statement on this topic?

1 https://www.beefplan.ie/read-the-plan


