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Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE/NGL)
Subject:	Dates and periods of time 11
With reference to the Commission’s reply to parliamentary question E-000298/2019. 
Article 3.1 of Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 1182/71[footnoteRef:1] states that the date of an occurrence is not included in the period. The Irish Interpretation Act 2005, Section 18(h) states that the date of the occurrence is included in the period. Order 122 of the Rules of the Superior Courts of Ireland[footnoteRef:2], which deals with time, states that the day of occurrence is not included in the period, enabling selective domestic favourable treatment. An extraordinary and confusing mess by any standards. [1:  	Council Regulation No 1182/71 of 3 June 1971 determining the rules applicable to periods, dates and time limits (OJ L 124, 8.6.1971, p. 1).]  [2:  	http://www.courts.ie/rules.nsf/8652fb610b0b37a980256db700399507/5a40c8637952165880256d2b0046b3d7?OpenDocument] 

Is the enactment of legislation that conflicts with an EU regulation in compliance with the principle of equivalence, requiring ‘Community law to be respected in the national legal System’[footnoteRef:3], or when cases of a domestic nature are treated more favourably[footnoteRef:4], as result of Court Rules that conflict with statute law?  [3:  	https://antitrustlair.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/the-principles-of-equivalence-and-effectiveness-n-petit-final.pdf]  [4:  	https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:61976CJ0033] 

Is this in compliance with the principle of effectiveness, requiring legal certainty[footnoteRef:5], a basic, important and general principle of EU law since the 1960s?  [5:  	https://swarb.co.uk/peterbroeck-van-campenhout-and-cie-v-belgian-state-ecj-14-dec-1995/] 

Does the Commission believe, after a year studying this matter and answering this same question many times, that in this example the legal period in Ireland is (x) days when it is, effectively, (x-1) days? 
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