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The European Union contributed to the discussions on the Global Compact for safe, orderly and 
regular migration and of the Global Compact on Refugees. In these discussions, the European Union 
underlined the importance of integrating human mobility within environmental degradation, climate 
change adaptation, disaster risk reduction, preparedness and early warning mechanisms, without 
assimilating persons displaced by environmental degradation and climate change with refugees in the 
meaning of the 1951 Geneva Convention relating to the status of refugees1. The Convention in Article 
1, refers to any person who “owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, 
religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country 
of their nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail themselves of the 
protection of that country”, or a stateless person, who, “being outside of the country of former habitual 
residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, unwilling to return to it”. This is 
not as such the case of persons displaced by climate change.

The European Union is one of 18 members of the Steering Group of the Platform on Disaster 
Displacement (PDD), a state-led initiative supporting the implementation of the Agenda for the 
Protection of Cross-border Displaced Persons in the Context of Disasters and Climate Change2, and 
has worked closely with Bangladesh during their chairmanship of the PDD. The Commission is 
finalising a project within the PDD, worth EUR 3 million, focusing on disaster displacement among the 
most vulnerable populations in developing small islands states in the Pacific, in collaboration with the 
International Organization for Migration and the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre.

The Commission will continue to contribute to improving migration management worldwide, including 
by strengthening joint analysis, sharing of information to better map, predict and prevent uncontrolled 
migration while ensuring the effective respect, protection and fulfilment of the human rights of all 
migrants. In this respect, the Commission also follows and engages actively with the Migration, 
Environment and Climate Change Division in the International Organization for Migration.

1 According to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, there were 18.8 million new disaster-related 
internal displacements recorded in 2017. Most disaster displacement linked to natural hazards and the 
impacts of climate change is internal, with those affected remaining within their national borders. 
http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2018/

2 https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/platform-disaster-displacement


