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1. One of the Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPAS) Services offered by the European Maritime 
Safety Agency (EMSA) is based on a contract with CEiiA, a company established in 
Portugal. CEiiA provides services based on the operation of one drone, the Hermes 900, 
and its payload. The service can be mobilised for a specific request by EU and EFTA 
National authorities as well as Agencies, that need to improve their maritime picture in 
implementing Coast guard functions. The data which is collected through the flights of the 
RPAS is directly transmitted to and owned by the authority which has requested the service 
in support of its Coast Guard functions. EMSA does not share the information with anyone 
else than the requesting authority with civil responsibilities in the maritime domain. 

The only operation which has been prepared up to now for the European Border and Coast 
Guard Agency (Frontex) based on the Hermes 900 is currently undergoing tests to provide 
civil surveillance services from Greece in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea area during an 
initial period of three months starting in October 2019.

 
2. As the Commission pointed out in its answer to written question E-002454/2019 the RPAS 

services support the provision of additional multipurpose maritime surveillance capacity to 
national authorities, for example in monitoring of safety of navigation, detection of vessels 
in distress, marine pollution, measurement of ship emissions, identification and tracking of 
vessels involved in illegal activities at sea, etc.

3. The Commission does not have information on the use of the Hermes 900 in military 
operations. The RPAS services contracted by EU bodies are delivered for strictly civil 
surveillance missions, similar as missions undertaken by manned surveillance aircraft. The 
contract regarding the service sourced from CEiiA, involving the Hermes 900 RPAS, was 
the result of an open tender, carried out in accordance with the European public procurement 
rules in place.


