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Subject: Access to solar rights

Since 2009, support for renewable electricity in the EU Member States has been governed by the 
Renewable Energy Directive, which tasks them with reaching a certain percentage of renewable 
energy by 2020. This has resulted in an increase in solar energy systems and private investments in 
photovoltaic cells and solar water heaters on rooftops. Unfortunately, the increase in the number of 
tenements and high-rise buildings is reducing the amount of sunlight captured by solar energy 
systems and making private investments less viable. This development could lead to solar energy 
systems becoming inefficient and economically unsustainable.

Is the Commission aware of the new obstacles to solar rights and investments in different Member 
States, such as access to light, construction and urban development, and tenements?

What steps is it planning to take to address those restrictions, protect private investments and the 
solar rights of EU citizens, and encourage the use of solar energy systems?

How is it guaranteeing that consumers and homeowners who invest in photovoltaic systems are 
protected and that solar rights are enjoyed by all?


