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Subject: Concerns about the Working Time Directive and volunteers in the emergency services

In the Netherlands 80 % of firefighters are volunteers. These 19 000 volunteers form the backbone of
the Dutch firefighting system, and are indispensable. This volunteer work is often in addition to their
main jobs.

There are concerns in several Member States, such as the Netherlands, about the functioning of
applicable EU legislation, especially the Working Time Directive (2003/88/EC). The Dutch Ministry of
Justice and Security is concerned that the current position of volunteer firefighters in the Netherlands
comes into conflict with the Working Time Directive (2003/88/EC)".

1. Does the Commission agree that volunteers are indispensable for the emergency services in
EU Member States, and that EU legislation should contribute to maintaining the volunteer
system?

2. Has there been contact between the Commission and Dutch Government on these concerns

about the effect of the Working Time Directive 2003/88/EC on emergency services in the
Netherlands and the use of volunteers?

3. Does the Commission acknowledge concerns about the possible effect of Directive
2003/88/EC on emergency services and the use of volunteers, and if so, what will the
Commission do to address these concerns?
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