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Subject: Serious problems in the Mar Menor: urgent action required

The Mar Menor is the largest saltwater lagoon in Europe. Located in Murcia, Spain, it is the only 
natural area of its kind in the world. Its extensive terrestrial and marine biodiversity and clear salt 
water mean that, until recently, it has been a small corner of paradise right here in Europe.

For a number of years now, however, scientists have issued repeated warnings that the area is in 
serious decline. There are a number of different reasons for this, from the over-exploitation of 
farmland and ground water, to dereliction of duty on the part of the authorities, who failed to do 
anything about the steady decline of the area until 2017. Since then, efforts to restore the Mar Menor 
have been patchy, and not much progress has been made.

Last weekend, as the attached news article1 points out, thousands of dead fish were washed up on 
the banks of the Mar Menor owing to a lack of oxygen, showing that the lagoon is once again in the 
worst possible condition.

In the light of the foregoing and given the urgency of the situation:

1. What is the Commission going to do to ensure that the Mar Menor can recover?

2. What resources is it going to deploy to that end?

1 https://www.elmundo.es/ciencia-y-salud/ciencia/2019/10/13/5da2ea84fc6c831e198b4574.html


