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Subject: European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 2014-2020 in the Region of Apulia

The fisheries sector (including fishing activities, aquaculture and processing) is of great economic 
importance for Italy as a whole and especially for Apulia with 

1. 1511 fishing vessels (Fleet Register, 2019) 

2. and 64 aquaculture facilities, 

3. employing 3 300 people (ISTAT, 2016) 

4. and earning EUR 291.5 million from fishing and aquaculture. 

The Apulian fishing fleet is the second largest in Italy and its aquaculture derives from an ancient 
tradition of mollusc farming and, more recently, fish farming. Over 56 % of the Apulian fleet is 
engaged in small-scale fishing. 

The Operational Programme was approved by the Commission under Implementing Decision C 
(2015) 8452 of 25 November 2015. 

2014-2020 EMFF appropriations earmarked for Italy amount to EUR 537 262 559 with EUR 440 845 
123 in national funding, bringing the total to EUR 978 107 682. 

Of the EUR 89 million allocated to Apulia to date, only EUR 27 million has been committed, which 
means that, by the end of the year, the region stands to forfeit around EUR 20 million that could be 
decommitted. 

In view of this: 

1. What action does the Commission propose to take in response to the failure by Apulia to meet its 
spending targets? 

2. What action will it take to ensure immediate take-up and more rapid deployment of the funds? 


