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The Commission has completed an extensive evaluation of the EU legislation for 
administrative cooperation in direct taxation.1 The main finding was that this legislation is, to 
a great extent, effective and fit for purpose. However, the evaluation points out there is a need 
to improve the measure of the benefits of cooperation and overall to ensure cooperation 
evolves to continue to remain relevant and become even more effective and efficient. Each 
step ahead in cooperation paves the way for active action against tax evasion and tax fraud. 
Based on the results of the evaluation of the Directive and earlier reports,2 the Commission 
will continue to work to further improve cooperation between tax authorities in order to better 
fight against tax fraud, tax evasion and tax avoidance.3 The Commission is currently assessing 
the best way forward and, if necessary, possible actions will be presented in due course.   

Greater fiscal transparency is one of the basic tools in ensuring a level playing field for all 
actors in the EU area and beyond. As shown in the results of a public consultation done from 
December 2018 to March 2019 as part of the evaluation,4 the Directive is considered to 
increase the Member States’ ability to ensure that all taxpayers pay their taxes, irrespective of 
the place where the incomes are received or assets are held. Fair taxation and enhanced 
cooperation between tax authorities in the EU continues to be an important goal for the 
Commission.

1Commission staff working document Evaluation of the Council Directive (EU) no 2011/16/EU on 
administrative cooperation in the field of direct taxation and repealing Directive 77/799/EEC
SWD(2019)328 final 
2Report from the Commission to the European parliament and the Council on overview and assessment of the 
statistics and information on the automatic exchanges in the field of direct taxation (COM/2018/844 final) as 
well as Report from the Commission to the European parliament and the Council on the application of Council 
Directive (EU) 2011/16/EU on administrative cooperation in the field of direct taxation (COM/2017/0781 final). 
3In line with the mission letter addressed to Commissioner Gentiloni by President von der Leyen. 
4The results of the public consultation are available at : https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-
regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-1068597/public-consultation_en#consultation-outcome 
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