Question for written answer E-003733/2019
to the Commission
Rule 138
Sándor Rónai (S&D), Attila Ara-Kovács (S&D)
Subject:	Hungarian Government misuse of EU funds for agricultural subsidies
An article in the New York Times on 3 November 2019 [footnoteRef:0] reported how the Hungarian Government and the group of oligarchs among its partners misuse EU funds intended for use as agricultural subsidies. According to the article, ‘The European Agricultural Programme, which has played a key role in the creation of the European Union, is now being eviscerated by the same undemocratic forces that threaten the Union from within.’ [0:  	https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/03/world/europe/eu-farm-subsidy-hungary.html] 

In the light of the above, I would like to ask the Commission the following questions:
1. How will it make the prevention and identification of the misuse or fraudulent use of EU funds more effective? Does it intend to take action to uncover and/or reduce the kind of misuse of funds described in the article in the future?
2. With regard to the previous point, if the Commission relies on reports from the Member States concerning the uncovering of abuses, how will it handle such cases when corruption is present even at government level?
3. How does the Commission justify its intention not to introduce stricter controls for the CAP after 2020? How will it ensure that EU money is spent legally if the new law gives individual country leaders more leeway in terms of how they spend such money?
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