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The Juncker Commission proposed legislation against tax evasion and avoidance in a number 
of areas. The Directive against tax avoidance practices1 sets out specific rules against tax 
avoidance and a General Anti-Abuse Rule. These are designed to target some of the most 
commonly used aggressive tax planning schemes. 

The several amendments to the Directive on administrative cooperation in the field of 
taxation2 since 2011 also aim to facilitate, primarily through automatic exchanges of 
information, the tax authorities of EU Member States in gathering tax-related data in order to 
effectively tackle tax evasion and fraud as well as tax avoidance. 

The exchange of country-by-country reports (CbCR) for groups of companies with a 
combined revenue exceeding EUR 750 million features in the Directive on administrative 
cooperation amongst the types information exchange that Member States are obliged to 
comply with. Yet, the Commission proposal3 for public CbCR has not yet advanced in the 
decision-making procedure due to the absence of compromise in Council.

The fight against tax fraud, tax evasion and tax avoidance remain a top priority for the 
Commission, as announced by its President in her political guidelines and confirmed by the 
Commissioner responsible for Economy when introducing the debate on VAT payment data 
at the last plenary session of the European Parliament in 2019. The Commission is reflecting 
on a number of initiatives against tax fraud and evasion for its current mandate, in order to 
reinforce the exchange of information, improve cooperation between tax administrations and 
address the challenges of the digital age.

1 Council Directive (EU) 2016/1164 of 12 July 2016, OJ L 193, 19.7.2016, p.1.
2 Council Directive (EU) 2011/16 of 15 February 2011, OJ L 64, 11.3.2011, p.1.
3 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 2013/34/EU as 
regards disclosure of income tax information by certain undertaking and branches, COM(2016) 198 final.


