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Subject: Migrant workers from third countries

According to Eurostat, in recent years there has been an increase in the number of migrant workers 
from third countries coming to the EU, in particular to countries such as Poland and Hungary.

At the same time, increasing numbers of third-country nationals are obtaining work permits in one EU 
country and then being posted to other Member States, principally in the construction and transport 
sectors. This is made possible mainly as a result of divergent national regulations on third-country 
migrant workers, and the free movement of services within the EU.

Alarming reports have also emerged concerning misuse of the current system. A report published by 
the FNV trade union (entitled ‘Third-country nationals in the EU: where are the boundaries?’) 
highlights specific examples of various ways in which haulage firms in the Netherlands are exploiting 
third-country workers by circumventing the rules in a number of ways.

In Sweden a number of authorities have voiced their concern about abuses in the area of labour 
migration, for example with regard to trade in work permits, or the exploitation of workers.

Another example is the European Federation of Building and Woodworkers’ complaint to the 
Commission roundly condemning Slovenia’s conduct in granting work permits to third-country building 
workers who are subsequently posted to other Member States.

These examples highlight specific problems within the internal market.

What is the Commission doing, or what is it intending to do, to address these obvious problems?


