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Subject: Request for clarification on the dynamics of the shipping accident in the Black Sea and 
on the methods used to transport the animals which died 

It has been reported in the press that a cargo ship carrying around 15 000 live sheep capsized in the 
Black Sea off the coast of Romania: the entire crew was rescued but it is still not known how many 
animals died.

A number of environmental associations have criticised the method by which the sheep were 
transported, found to be inhumane and dangerous. Susan Schoenian, an expert on animal farms from 
the University of Maryland, told the New York Times that the sheep were likely to be destined for 
Saudi Arabia, to be slaughtered in accordance with Islamic ritual slaughter (halal): ‘Why move live 
animals when you can slaughter them and then move meat?’

Romania is one of the European countries which exports the most livestock, but the way the animals 
are treated has often been criticised for its cruelty.

In view of this, can the Commission answer the following questions:

1. Should it not ascertain the facts of the matter referred to above, to assess, in particular, whether 
the sheep were transported in a manner which complied with existing legislation and respected 
the dignity of the animals?

2. If it were to be found that the sheep were indeed transported in breach of the law, should it not 
take action to urge the Romanian Government to improve its animal welfare standards?


