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1. The English and Czech versions of the final audit report for the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) and the European Social Fund (ESF) were sent to the Czech 
authorities on 29 November 2019 (in line with the legal deadline) and 5 February 2020 
respectively. For the European Agricultural Rural Development Fund (EAFRD), the Letter of 
findings was sent and the next step, a bilateral meeting with the Czech authorities already 
took place in January 2020, in accordance with Article 34(2) of Regulation 
(EU) No 908/2014. There is therefore no delay in the audit processes.

2. Audit reports are not made public in line with Articles 4 and 5 of Regulation 
(EC) 1049/20011, as publication would undermine the purpose of inspections, investigations 
and audits. This applies both to the final audit report for the ERDF and the ESF and the letter 
of findings for the EAFRD. The so called ‘final’ audit report does not represent the final step 
of the audit process: the contents of the audit report should therefore remain confidential until 
the procedure is closed and the Commission has taken a final decision as appropriate in 
relation to the follow-up given by the auditee. The chair of the European Parliament 
Committee on Budgetary Control has formally requested access in the framework of the 
discharge procedure to the final audit report for the ERDF and the ESF, under the secured 
reading room procedure. The Commission has responded positively to this request, recalling 
that in view of the confidential nature of the report and in order not to jeopardize the audit 
procedure, there shall not be any kind of public communication of the report itself nor of its 
content.

3. For the ERDF and the ESF, the national authorities have two months from the receipt of the 
Czech version of the final audit report to advise whether they accept/do not accept the final 
audit report findings and to report on the implementation of the recommendations. Following 
the request of the Czech authorities, the Commission's Directorate-General for Regional and 
Urban Policy, in the exercise of its administrative discretion, agreed to extend that deadline to 
5 June 2020. The extension was granted in line with a general administrative practice and in 
due consideration of the particular constraints imposed by the COVID crisis. It follows equal 
treatment with other Member States in the current situation. The Commission will then 
analyse the reply to verify that all the requested recommendations have been implemented or, 
if not, will initiate any further follow-up corrective actions required in line with the steps 
foreseen in Articles 144 and 145 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/20132. 
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For the EAFRD, the Commission will follow the legal provisions concerning the steps of the 
conformity procedure described in Article 34 of Regulation (EU) No 908/20143. The Member 
State has two months after having received the minutes of the bilateral meeting to provide 
further information. Within six months from the reply of the Member State, the Commission 
formally communicates its conclusions, including the potential financial correction that it 
envisages to apply to the Member State. Subsequently, the Member State has the possibility to 
address the case to the Conciliation Body4, composed of highly qualified independent 
experts5, asking for conciliation. If the Member State has made use of the conciliation 
procedure, the Commission communicates its conclusions to the Member State within six 
months from the receipt of the Conciliation Body report.
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