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Question for written answer E-000203/2020
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Tudor Ciuhodaru (S&D)

Subject: Social exclusion and radicalisation in the Balkans

On 26 November 2019, the London-based TACTICS Institute for Counter-Terrorism presented a 
report entitled ‘Social Exclusion and Radicalisation in the Balkans’ at the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg. In this report, there is evidence showing that: 

both the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) are funding the 
dissemination of extremist Salafi discourse in the Balkans;

through religious endowments and various peer-to-peer channels, these two states have been active 
in rural and semi-urban regions, engaging socially excluded populations, such as the Roma people, 
who are not historically Muslim;

in these regions, there is evidence of extremist discourse and dissemination and recruitment for 
politically significant terrorist activities.

In this context, we ask the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy:

1. What, if any measures, have been taken to shed light on emerging patterns of micro-funding that 
promote extremist violent narratives in the Western Balkans?

2. What, if any, are the consequences for third countries with direct links to radicalisation in the 
Western Balkans, such as the KSA and the UAE?

3. What, if anything, is the EU doing to control KSA and UAE access to EU arms exports?


