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Subject: Availability of raw materials for batteries

More than 90% of the world’s rare earth elements are produced in China. The success of the EU 
aviation, information and battery industries depends heavily on these raw materials.

The EU has ambitious climate targets. Transport accounts for almost 20% of CO2 emissions. Halving 
this amount by 2030 will be challenging for the EU. It should therefore be possible to electrify 
transport and base it on renewable resources.

According to the IEA, in 2018 there were 5.1 million electric cars worldwide, half of them in China and 
less than a fifth in the EU. Cars consumed about 58 TWh of electricity per year. In line with the Green 
Deal targets, the number of electric cars in the EU needs to be increased many, many times over by 
2030.

Raw materials for the production of batteries, such as lithium, cobalt and nickel, are not produced in 
the EU in quantities commensurate with future demand. More than 60% of the world’s cobalt is 
produced under conditions that are questionable from the environmental and labour standards points 
of view. More than 70% of cobalt from Congo is processed in China. Reliance on raw material 
production in Congo and elsewhere, which does not comply even with the lowest ethical standards, is 
irresponsible.

Making use of its raw materials, China produces almost 70% of the world’s batteries. The EU battery 
industry needs to grow. The Commission’s IPCEI and the Action Plan are a good start. However, they 
are not sufficient. Rapid action is needed to boost domestic raw material production and to launch 
industrial production, although mining is not very popular in the EU.

In the light of the above, what measures does the Commission intend to take to build the EU’s own 
battery industry in order to achieve the emission reduction targets for transport?


