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Subject:	Intensive monoculture of olive groves in Alentejo: an environmental and social threat
For years now, the residents of the village of Fortes Novos in Alentejo have been forced to live in the immediate vicinity of an olive pomace processing plant that produces gases and pollutant oils. The numerous health problems of the local residents arising from air and water pollution and the resulting social issues have been shamefully overlooked, with priority being given to the economic interests of agro-industry. The Alentejo olive groves, which have been heralded as a source of ‘new green oil’, are in fact no more than a form of unplanned superintensive monoculture that is posing a serious environmental and social threat. Furthermore, the irrigation of thousands of hectares of olive groves is adversely affecting the quality and quantity of water supplied to residents. This situation has been allowed to remain unresolved for too long in the absence of any proper response from the authorities. 
The three olive pomace processing plants in Alentejo have recently announced that their storage capacity is insufficient, raising fears of an impending environmental disaster. 
Furthermore, it will be impossible to meet EU climate targets unless situations such as this can be halted and suitable remedies found.
In view of this manifest infringement of the water and air quality directives, not to mention the commitments contained in the Paris Agreement, what representations will the Commission make to the Portuguese Government with a view to bringing it back into line with the provisions that have been breached?
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