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Subject: Violent and extremist content on the web: dissemination and prevention

A recent study 1 has shown that the YouTube algorithm often guides users who enjoy content based 
on conspiracy theories and the existence of a conspiracy to silence dissenting opinions (the 
‘intellectual dark web’) towards even more radical and violent far right content; this is having the effect 
of making their opinions even more extreme.

With a view to the revision of the e-commerce directive (2000/31/EC) in mid-2020, the issue of the 
need to make web platforms take responsibility for monitoring the dissemination of content that incites 
hatred and violence is one of particular urgency.

In this regard, it is worth mentioning the case of an Italian political leader who recently published a 
video in which, without any evidence, he accused a 17-year-old Tunisian boy of drug dealing. 
Facebook decided to remove the video only seven days after its publication, when it had by then been 
viewed nearly 300 000 times.

Given the above, can the Commission answer the following questions:

1. Is it aware of the above-mentioned study and of the data set out therein?

2. In its view, does the EU legislative framework have the necessary tools to prevent the spread 
and promotion of radicalising and violent content on the web 2 ?

3. In the context of the revision of the e-commerce directive, will it also propose to review the 
exemption from liability for platforms that host and promote content?

1 Manoel Horta Ribeiro, Raphael Ottoni, Robert West, Virgílio A. F. Almeida, and Wagner Meira Jr.(2020). 
Auditing Radicalization Pathways on YouTube. In Conference on Fairness, Accountability, and Transparency 
(FAT* ’20), January 27–30, 2020, Barcelona, Spain. ACM, New York, NY, USA, Page 131. 
https://doi.org/10.1145/3351095.3372879.

2 See in particular: the Commission Recommendation of 1 March 2018 on measures to effectively tackle illegal 
content online; the regulation on preventing the dissemination of terrorist content online – still in the midst of 
interinstitutional negotiations; Code of conduct on countering illegal hate speech online.


