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The Commission refers the Honourable Member to its answer to written question 
E-000543/2015, explaining that "Prosecco" spumante and “Prosecco” frizzante shall be 
released for consumption only in traditional glass bottles, as provided by the product 
specification. 

Under the Withdrawal Agreement of the United Kingdom from the European Union, Union 
law applies in the UK during the transition period. Article 90 of Regulation (EU) No 
1306/20131 requires the competent authorities of the Member States to take the necessary 
steps to stop unlawful use of geographical indications on their territories. It is thus for the 
national authorities in the UK to act in case of alleged marketing practices that infringe the 
terms of the product specification for "Prosecco". The Italian authorities, as the producer 
Member State, may bring the issue to the attention of the national authorities in the UK, as a 
notice and request action, in the ‘Food Fraud’ or ‘Non Compliance’ sections of the 
Administrative Assistance and Cooperation system that provides a confidential network 
between the national competent authorities for enforcement matters, including for uses of 
geographical indications. In line with policy on the enforcement of Union law, the 
Commission will only intervene in case it is shown that there is a systemic failure to apply EU 
law in a Member State or, under the Withdrawal Agreement, in the UK.

The Commission ensures application of food law and of its control provisions by conducting 
regular auditing of official control systems2 including for geographical indications. The 
Commission also organizes training sessions and seminars for inspectors and officials 
responsible for official controls of geographical indications. 

1 Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the financing, management 
and monitoring of the common agricultural policy; OJ L 347 p. 549
2 Audit reports are available at: http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/audit_reports/index.cfm
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