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The Commission is concerned about the tragic accident with casualties that occurred recently 
at the “Zaldibar” landfill. The information provided in written questions E-001025/2020 and 
E-001026/2020 suggests important shortcomings in the operation of the landfill that should 
have been detected, followed through and ultimately sanctioned appropriately by the 
competent authorities and/or judicial bodies.

Landfills covered by Directive 2010/75/EU on industrial emissions (IED)1 have to operate in 
accordance to permits based on the use of Best Available Techniques (BAT)2. In respect of 
the technical characteristics of landfills, Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste (LFD)3 
contains, for those landfills to which the IED is applicable, the relevant technical 
requirements in order to elaborate in concrete terms the general requirements of the IED. In 
that context, landfills compliant with the requirements of the LFD are deemed to comply with 
the relevant requirements of the IED (Article 1(2) of the LFD). 

Under the Environmental Liability Directive 2004/35/EC4, the operator of a landfill is liable 
for damage caused through his/her activity to land, water, protected species, and natural 
habitats. In the present case, significant damage to land and perhaps to other natural resources 
may have occurred. Consequently, if occurred, the liable operator should be required to 
remedy the damaged natural resources to their baseline condition before damage occurred 
and to bear all costs. 

Pursuant to Directive 2003/4/EC on public access to environmental information5, in particular 
Article 7(4) thereof, Member States must take the necessary measures to ensure that, in the 
event of an imminent threat to human health or the environment, whether caused by human 
activities or due to natural causes, all information held by or for public authorities which 
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could enable the public likely to be affected to take measures to prevent or mitigate harm 
arising from the threat is disseminated, immediately and without delay.

While the national/regional administrative and/or judicial bodies in charge of the 
implementation and enforcement of the above-mentioned EU legislation are primarily 
responsible to verify the alleged non-compliance situation of the landfill site and to ensure 
proper remedy of damages, given the gravity of the matter the Commission will look into this 
issue and will contact the Spanish authorities to this end. 


