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Subject: Sea Tourism Charter to promote and certify sustainable coastal, maritime and nautical 
tourism

Communication COM(2014)0086 of 20 February 2014 entitled ‘A European Strategy for more Growth 
and Jobs in Coastal and Maritime Tourism’1 seeks to promote sustainable growth and 
competitiveness in coastal and maritime tourism. 

In February 2018, the European Parliament signed a cooperation protocol with the UNWTO focusing 
on promoting sustainable tourism across Europe.

Investment in ‘sustainable’ nautical tourism, as defined in the Charter for Sustainable Tourism at the 
World Conference held in Lanzarote on 27-28 April 1995, is vital and strategic.

Under the EU’s Blue Growth strategy2, the coastal and maritime tourism sector has been identified as 
a sector with particular potential to promote a smart, sustainable and inclusive Europe, in terms of 
both gross value added, employment and local development.

The study ‘Assessment of the Impact of Business Development Improvements around Nautical 
Tourism’3 notes that the nautical tourism sector in the EU creates up to 234 000 jobs and generates a 
28 billion turnover per year.

This being so, can the Commission answer the following question:

Does the Commission have any plans to set up a study group to consider the validity of drawing up a 
European Tourism Charter for the sea, with the aim of protecting marine resources and promoting 
new certified forms of sustainable tourism?

1 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2014:0086:FIN:EN:PDF, comunicazioni 
precedenti: "Agenda for a sustainable and competitive European tourism" (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52007DC0621 ), "Europe, the world's No 1 tourist destination – a new 
political framework for tourism in Europe" (https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2010:0352:FIN:EN:PDF), "Implementation and 
development of the common visa policy to spur growth in the EU" 
(https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/com/com_com(2012)0649_/com_com(201
2)0649_it.pdf).

2 Relazione del PE sulla crescita blu: miglioramento della crescita sostenibile nel settore marino, dei trasporti 
marittimi e del turismo dell'Unione. Link al documento 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A7-2013-0209&language=EN.

3 https://www.europeanboatingindustry.eu/images/Documents/For_publications/Business-development-around-
nautical-tourism.pdf.


