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The EU list of non-cooperative jurisdictions for tax purposes is a process aimed at encouraging 

change through cooperation to combat harmful tax practices globally. The listing of jurisdictions is 

based on a continuous and dynamic process of establishing criteria in line with international tax 

standards and screening countries against these criteria. Jurisdictions that do not yet comply with all 

international tax standards but have committed to reform are included in a state-of-play document 

(Annex II).

As pointed out by the Honourable Member of the Parliament, the Ministers at the ECOFIN Council 

on 18 February 2020 adopted a major annual update of the EU list of non-cooperative jurisdictions 

for tax purposes.

As regards Turkey, the Ministers decided that Turkey would stay on Annex II with regard to its 

commitment to implement the automatic exchange of information (criterion 1.1) and have a 

sufficient rating on exchange of information on request (criterion 1.2).

Regarding criterion 1.1, as recalled in paragraph 10(a) of the Council conclusions Turkey has 

internal legislation in place enabling automatic exchange of information and it has notified as 

exchange partners all EU Member States, with the exception of Cyprus, to the OECD. Turkey was 

accordingly given more time to solve the remaining open issues for the automatic exchange of 

information to be implemented effectively with all EU Member States. If Turkey does not put 

arrangements in place for the effective implementation of the automatic exchange of information 

with all EU Member States, it should be included in Annex I in the next update.

Regarding criterion 1.2: Turkey is waiting for a supplementary review by the Global Forum.
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In addition, I would like to draw the attention of the Honourable Member of the Parliament to two 

additional elements

Firstly, when the conclusions were adopted, two of our Member States - Austria and Germany - 

issued public statements. The expectation of these Member States is that the actual exchange of 

information with all EU Member States will start at the beginning of 2021 at the latest.

Secondly, Cyprus has now formally notified Turkey as an exchange partner to the OECD.

Based on these elements there is great interest from all EU Member States in having automatic 

exchange of information implemented between Turkey and all EU Member States.


